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DIAGNOSIS

ÅDue to its geographical
location, Bolivia has
become a transit country,
mainly of cocaine and
marijuana.

ÅThe international demand
for illicit drugs is a
preponderant factor for
the growing activity of
illicit drug manufacturing
andtrafficking
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ALCOHOL

last month prevalence of alcohol use, by sex 
and total

ω 32%of Bolivianuniversitystudentshaveusedalcoholat
sometime in the last30days. useishigherin men.

ω 56.8% of collegestudents have used alcohol at some
time in the last 12 months. 32.3%of them havea risky
or harmful useof alcohol: 38.5% of men and 25.2% of
women.

ω Therisky or harmful useof alcohol increaseswith age,
up to 24years, whereit affectsalmost40%of students.

Percentage of university students with risky or
harmful alcohol use, among last year users, by sex 

and total

Percentage of university students with risky or
harmful alcohol use, among last year users, by age

group



ω Forthe constructionof the use 
of "anydrug" indicatorthe
followingpsychoactive
substanceswere considered: 
marijuana, synthetic
cannabinoids(referred to as 
syntheticmarijuana), cocaine, 
basicpaste, heroin, ecstasy, 
methamphetamine, 
amphetamine, ketamine, LSD, 
hallucinogenicmushrooms, 
inhalantsubstances, hashish, 
crack, opium, morphine, the
"H" and GHB.

ω 17.4% of universitystudents
havetried anyof thesedrugs
at sometime.

LIFE, LAST YEAR AND MONTH PREVALENCE, BY DRUG

DRUGS LIFE YEAR MONTH

Marijuana 12.15 4.98 2.18

LSD 2.13 0.79 0.10

Cocaine 1.39 0.41 0.22

Syntheticcannabinoids 0.64 0.35 -

Hallucinogenicmushrooms 0.73 0.26 0.01

Ecstasy 0.54 0.24 0.13

Inhalants 1.26 0.18 0.13

Methamphetamine 0.67 0.14 0.09

Ketamine 0.96 0.12 0.08

Amphetamine 0.21 0.09 0.04

Heroine 0.27 0.08 0.08

Basic Paste 0.34 0.04 0.04

Hashish 0.61 - -

Opioids 0.51 - -

Morphine 0.38 - -

[ŀ άIέ 0.27 - -

Popper 0.19 - -

Crack 0.13 - -

GHB 0.02 - -

Anydrug 17.41 6.17 2.50



Trend in prevalence/ year of marijuana use, by sex, years 2009, 
2012 and 2016

ω The last year prevalenceof marijuana use among university students in Bolivia
registereda variationin the lastperiod, with ratesof 3.6%in 2012and5%in 2016.

ω Theanalysisfor the completeseriesof studies, 2009-2016, showssignificantincreases
in both menandwomen.

ω Theregistrationof 2%in 2009and 5%in 2016indicatesan increasein marijuanause
that hasdoubledin this period.



Main Conclusions

Á Therearethree veryimportant findingsto highlightin theseresults:

Á Theuseof "traditional" drugshasincreased: marijuanaandcocaine.

Á For the first time, after marijuanathere is a great variety of other drugs,
with useratesverycloseto eachother.

ÁAmongthe sixmost commonlyusedsubstances, four of them aresynthetic
drugs or new psychoactive substances: LSD, synthetic cannabinoids,
hallucinogenicmushroomsandecstasy.

ÁConsidering the full study period, 2009-2012-2016, recent marijuana use
increasedfrom 2%in 2009to 5%in 2016.

Á Thisincreaseis focusedamongthe youngeststudents: 19and24yearsold.

ÁNearly1 in 2 of the youngeststudentsdoesnot perceivea greatrisk in the
experimentaluse of marijuanaand about 1 in 4 doesnot perceivegreat
riskin the frequentuseof marijuana.

Á Thegreatestsupplyof marijuanais concentratedin studentsbetween21
and 24 years old (13%), who are preciselythe ones who consumethe
most.

ÁLSDis the seconddrugof greaterrecentuseamonguniversitystudentsin Bolivia,
with 0.8%, registeringa largeincreasebetween2012and2016, anddoublingthe
useof cocaine(0.4%).



Á 17.4%of Bolivianuniversitystudentshavetried someillegaldrug or
newpsychoactivesubstance, at leastoncein their lives.

Á 6.2%of universitystudentsin Boliviahaveusedanyillicit drugor NPS
in the lastyear.

Á Therisky or harmful useof alcohol fell from 40% in 2012 to 32% in
2016. However, alcoholdependencehasfallen only amongmen and
affects 15% of Bolivianuniversitystudents, being the highest in the
entire Andeanregion . Therate of alcoholdependenceof women is
worrisome.

Á The use of tobacco in the last 30 days registereda decreasefrom
22.7% in 2012 to 15.3% in 2016. However, it does not fall among
students aged 18 and under, who also register the highest use of
electroniccigarettes, where19%havesmokedat sometime.

Á Tranquilizersand syntheticcannabinoidsare drugsmostly consumed
by women.



Consequences of the Imposed Policies in Bolivia

OnJuly18, 1988, PresidentPazEstenssoroapprovedthe "Law on the Regime
of Coca and Controlled Substances", better known as Law 1008, despite
adverseopinionsof lawyersandclaimsof cocagrowers.

Currentlyrated asoutdated, it typifies only 28 tips crimesand sanctionswith
imprisonment and fines. Both the current norm and the projected
contemplatepenaltiesof betweentwo and25yearsin prison.

Hard sentences and sanctions

Å Criminalisation of the most vulnerable population due to their
degree of poverty.

Å The discretionary use of force increased notably (especially to coca
leaf producers)

Å Militarisation

Å Alternative Development Conditioned



It is a self-managed model that recovers sovereignty and dignity in the fight

against illicit drug trafficking, without foreign interference, that establishes

social participation, regionalisation, respect for Human Rights and Mother

Earth, strengthening of public health and social welfare measures with a

broad, integrated and balanced approach as well as common and shared

responsibility, as part of a comprehensive strategy.
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DIGNITY SOCIAL CONTROL

RESPECT FOR 
HUMAN RIGTHS

HARMONY WITH 
MOTHER EARTH

COMMON AND 
SHARED 

RESPONSIBILITY

AXES

Strengthening the fight 

against drug trafficking

The revaluation of  the coca 

leaf

Anti-drug trafficking model



New regulatory framework
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