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Flow of information
Principal objective of EWS

e collect and disseminate information on the
appearance of
— new psychoactive substances and

— serious adverse events related to psychoactive
substances in the country



Flow of information
Nature of the information

nformation on the appearance of new
osychoactive substances (NPS)

nformation on emerging trends related to
controlled substances such as unusual pattern of
use, high potency, dangerous adulterants etc.

Information on any kind of adverse health and
social incidents related to controlled and new
substances such as intoxications, deaths,
emergency hospital presentations etc.



Flow of information
Definition of NPS

e Synthetic products, psychoactive substances
derived from natural (plant or animal)
sources, industrial chemicals and related
materials as well as medicinal and veterinary
products

* Not currently listed in any of the schedules to
the 1961 UN Single Convention on Narcotic
Drugs and the 1971 UN Convention on
Psychotropic Substances or recently listed



Flow of information
Type of information
Rapid data collection and exchange
Periodic reporting on the situation
Risk assessment
Alerts and warnings

Reporting to international organisations



Flow of information
Rapid data collection and information exchange

e |dentification and notification of NPS for the first time
e |dentification of a NPS in a new source of information
e Deaths related to the NPS

* Non-fatal intoxication requiring medical assistance or
hospitalization

e Adverse effects associated with the NPS use
* Production of NPS in the country
e NPS as adulterants

* Unusually high concentration of the active substance in
traditionally/commonly used substances



Flow of information
First identification of NPS

Notification through the Reporting form

Completed by reporting institution and forwarded
to the EWS coordinator

Notification shared in EWS network - institutions
that represent important data sources in the field of
drug issues

Information ont publicly available

Further information collected, continuously
evaluated and further steps considered according to
the nature of the findings



Flow of information
Information on first identification

Name of the substance

Source of information — seizure, biological sample,
collected sample

Other substances present
Physical description of the substance

Level of the drug market — production, trafficking,
distribution or use

Information on price and purity

Patterns of use

Effects in man (objectively or subjectively observed)
Context of use (specific user group, settings)
Indication on possible risks (health and social risks)
Involvement of organized crime groups.



Flow of information
Subsequent identifications of NPS

* Not serious/unusual cases, information part of periodical
reporting
* Serious cases, information communicated without any delay

* 6 criteria for decision:
— amount of seized material;
— evidence of international trafficking;
— evidence of organised crime involvement;

— toxicopharmacological properties of NPS or analogy with better-
studied compounds;

— evidence of the potential for further (rapid) spread;

— evidence of intoxication requiring medical assistance or
hospitalization or fatalities

* reports usually made by email or telephone
communications
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Flow of information
Periodic reporting

 Comprehensive overview of the situation, once
a year

* Time period of 12 months from January to
December

e Submitted through the National focal point
further to the National coordination body for
drug policy/public health authority responsible
for drug policy



Flow of information
Periodic reporting

* Description of the situation regarding NPS,
emerging trends related to controlled
substances and serious adverse events related
to psychoactive substances

e Description of functioning and development of
EWS

* Description of legal developments related to the
NPS



Flow of information
Risk assessment

 Documented or probable health threats

e Rapid data collection through EWS network and
other institutions/subjects, risk assessment and
proposition of further procedure

e use of specific substance associated with a number
of adverse impacts, in particular health and social
harms, organized crime, etc., more extensive data
collection undertaken



Flow of information
Risk assessment — data collection

Chemical and physical description, including the name under which NPS is
known among users

Frequency, circumstances and/or quantities in which NPS is encountered,
information on manufacture and precursors

Involvement of organized crime in the manufacture or trafficking
Risks associated with NPS - health and social risks

Prevalence of use in population and specific subgroups, characteristics of
users, patterns of use

Assessment by the EU or UN system

Identification at EU level or internationally

Subject to control measures at national, EU or internationally
Mode and scope of the established or expected use

Marketing authorization or application for a marketing authorization



Alert

Strong assumption of public health threats

Alert as a prevention of serious health threats and harm
minimization
Summary of gathered information

Information on serious consequences regarding use of psychoactive
substances (not only new but also traditional / commonly used)

Dissemination given the nature of the event and its severity to:
— Specialists in the field of forensic toxicology
— Addiction treatment services
— Low-threshold services
— Medical services - urgent care clinics and emergency rooms

— General public



Alert dissemination

Evidence of serious non-fatal intoxications by the
new psychoactive substances requiring medical
assistance and hospitalization (confirmed cases)

Evidence of deaths related to new psychoactive
substances (confirmed cases)

Evidence of unusual dangerous adulterants in
traditionally/commonly used psychoactive
substances

Evidence of dangerous concentration of the
active substance in traditionally/commonly used
drugs



Content of an alert

* Subject of the alert

* |dentification of the substance

* Description of the effect in human

* Abuse liability and dependence potential

* Regarding NPS date of formal notification

* |Information on seizures

* |Information on non-fatal intoxications and deaths
* References and conatact information

* Request to report any current information




Alert
Data use restrictions

Information weather the data must be restricted
to specific network or not

Recommendations regarding the use of
information including publication

Use of information as part of a risk
communication aimed at users and potential users

Unintended consequences of communicating the
risks of specific substances - unintended
promotion



Public warning

In case of serious event

Issued by EWS via mass media or social media
Addressing the general public

Prevention of serious health threats and harm
minimization

Requested to provide further up-to-date
information

References and contact information



Public warning - content

Subject of the warning

Description of the incident:
— what, who, when, how much, why

Description of the risks in the given context - what
the threat is

What shall be done, what shall not be done -
practical aspects, advices

Date of the warning
Who issued the warning, contact details
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POZOR NA KOKAIN!

Login:
V ramci Systému véasného varovani (EWS) byl v Evropé zjistén vyskyt | |
kokainu, ktery je fedén vysoce nebezpetnym atropinem. .. Feslo: | |
16.12. 2004 18:40:46 zapamstovat: L]

+

Tiskova zprava Narodniho monitorovaciho stiediska pro drogy a drogove

zavislosti Registruj se! | Zapomenuté heslo

Nebezpedi v podobé kokainu redéného atropinem

16.12. 2004

Varovani pred vyskytem vysoce nebezpelné pfimési v kokainu

V ramci Systemu véasného varovani pred novymi syntetickymi drogami
(EWS) byl v Evropé zjistén vyskyt kokainu, ktery je fedén vysoce
nebezpefnym atropinem.

V poslednich dvou tydnech bylo v Italii, Holandsku, Francii a Belgii
zaznamenano piiblizné 50 pfipadd intoxikace touto kombinaci, z toho 1 =UPPORSE

smrtelny. Viyskyt atropinu byl zaznamenan jak v praskovém kokainu, ktery KASRA
se Sfiupe (kokain hydrochlorid), tak v krystalickeé formé ? cracku (kokainova

baze), ktery se uZiva kourenim. LSB

Atropin je alkaloid, ktery se nachazi napf. v ruliku zlomocném, durmanu
cbecném nebo blinu €erném a je to typicky delirogen. Priznaky otravy
atropinem zahrnuji zrakove a sluchové halucinace, sucho v ustech, suchou
kizi, zvySeni télesné teploty, roz&iteni zornic, neklid, poruchy védomi az
koma. NejzavaZzngjsim disledkem muizZe byt smrt zplsobena dechovou
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Z3dost o spolupraci v rdmi
systému véasného varovani
pied novymi drogami

Wiskyt drog kontaminovanych
bakterii Clostridium botulinum
v Evropé

Vyskyt drog
kontaminovanych bakterii
Clostridium botulinum
v Evropé

Botulotoxin zplscbuje obriu nervl - pliznaky jsou mihave

& dwajitd vidéni, suchost v Gst
zaszava mofeni. Zivot ohredujicd je mofné obrna dychacich svald.

W 18Ebé botulismu je zakladnim vykonem podani anti-toxinu
a antibiotik.

Typicka forma cnemaonéni vznika poitim kentaminovamych
nedostatedng tepelné zpracovanych kenzervovanych

paotravin. Rany botulismus vznikd kentaminaci rany clostridiemi -
v tomto pfipadé chybéjl trévici potiZe. Clostridium botulinum

je anaerobni bakterie produkujici neurotoxin (botulotoxin).
Wyskytuje se v rravicim traktu zvifat, zejména vepfl.

Za nepfiznivych podminek wivafi odolné spory preZivajic

po diouhou dobu.

Typicky je ranny botulismus rovnéd u injekénich uZivateld drog.
jeho progndza je véfinou dobra. Inkubaéni doba rangho
batulismu je 4-14 dni. Ke kantaminaci drogy (zejména heroinu)
clastridiemi miZe dojit jif v misté wroby drogy nebo v pribéhu
dalil nehygisnicke manipulace = i

U injekénich uZivatell drog jsou tyto rizikowvé faktory,

které mohou vést k nakaze botulismem:

¥ _skin-popping” tzn. vice smerné vpravovani drogy pod ki
z jednoho vpichu,

» ohfivani drog pfed pouZitim, které usmreuje nesporulujici
bakterie a ulehfuje mnofeni s rist sporulujicich bakteril,

» zoufasna aplikace heroinu 2 kekainu (spead balling).
kterd mife navodit ischémii mékkych thani.

Stanavit inkubaéni dobu raného botulismu u injekénich uZivateld
drog je obtiing s ohledem na opakovane aplikace drog béhem
dne; cdhaduje se, 22 u nich inkubaéni doba kolizd v rozmeszi 2-14
dni a je tudi# deldi nef u alimentarniho botulismu (2 patravin;

u kterého s2 pohybuje od 12 hodin do nékelika dnil.

Pfipady malych epidemii raného botulismu v souvislosti

s injekénim uZivanim drog byly v poslednich letech hlaseny

z rbznych evropskych zemi - MEmacke, Irsko, Nizozemska,
Mersko, Svédsko, §.\;j‘carsk0, Welks Brit3nie. Ve Francii doSla vr.
2006 k infekc po inhalac kokainu.

W CR zatim k této infekei nedoflo.

. chrapot, polykac obtife, zécpa,
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Database on NPS

Tool for managing information on NPS

Store of information on individual substances
and their identification in different sources

Quickly extraction and analysis of information

Managed by EWS coordinator, if shared for
other EWS members in mode ,,read only”

MS Excel or statistical software



Recommended structure of database

Date of identification of the substance
Date of reporting to the EWS
First identification (internationally, in the country)

Case number (means identification number of confirmed occurrence of one or more new
psychoactive substances at a certain time and at a single place)

Place (of a seizure, intoxication or sample collection)
Reporting authority (name of the reporting authority, agency or company)

Sample type (whether the new psychoactive substance was identified in a seizure, controlled
purchase, collected sample, biological sample)

Substance (name of the most abundant NPS detected, including other names and street names)
Chemical group

Other NPS or substances detected in a sample

Physical form (tablet, powder, capsule, blotter, liquid, blood, urine, other)

Amount (weight or volume or number of tablets/capsules/blotters/ etc. for the case)

Unit of measurement

Market (production, trafficking-import, trafficking-export, trafficking-transit, distribution, use)
Country of origin (or last country before the country of interception)

Destination country (for seizures)

Notes (other data relating to the case)



Reporting to international
organisations

First report of a particular new psychoactive
substance internationally

Analytical data on identification

Immediate notification of responsible
international institutions — EMCDDA, UNODC

Access to the European Database on New Drugs
(EDND) and to the platform of Early Warning
advisory on New Psychoactive substances (EWA)
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