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Flow of information
Principal objective of EWS

• collect and disseminate information on the 
appearance of

– new psychoactive substances and 

– serious adverse events related to psychoactive 
substances in the country



Flow of information
Nature of the information

• Information on the appearance of new 
psychoactive substances (NPS)

• Information on emerging trends related to 
controlled substances such as unusual pattern of 
use, high potency, dangerous adulterants etc.

• Information on any kind of adverse health and 
social incidents related to controlled and new 
substances such as intoxications, deaths, 
emergency hospital presentations etc.



Flow of information
Definition of NPS

• Synthetic products, psychoactive substances 
derived from natural (plant or animal) 
sources, industrial chemicals and related 
materials as well as medicinal and veterinary 
products 

• Not currently listed in any of the schedules to
the 1961 UN Single Convention on Narcotic 
Drugs and the 1971 UN Convention on 
Psychotropic Substances or recently listed



Flow of information 
Type of information

• Rapid data collection and exchange

• Periodic reporting on the situation 

• Risk assessment

• Alerts and warnings

• Reporting to international organisations



Flow of information 
Rapid data collection and information exchange

• Identification and notification of NPS for the first time

• Identification of a NPS in a new source of information 

• Deaths related to the NPS

• Non-fatal intoxication requiring medical assistance or 
hospitalization

• Adverse effects associated with the NPS use

• Production of NPS in the country

• NPS as adulterants 

• Unusually high concentration of the active substance in 
traditionally/commonly used substances



Flow of information 
First identification of NPS

• Notification through the Reporting form

• Completed by reporting institution and forwarded
to the EWS coordinator 

• Notification shared in EWS network - institutions 
that represent important data sources in the field of 
drug issues

• Information ont publicly available

• Further information collected, continuously 
evaluated and further steps considered according to 
the nature of the findings



Flow of information
Information on first identification

• Name of the substance 
• Source of information – seizure, biological sample, 

collected sample
• Other substances present
• Physical description of the substance 
• Level of the drug market – production, trafficking, 

distribution or use
• Information on price and purity
• Patterns of use
• Effects in man (objectively or subjectively observed)
• Context of use (specific user group, settings)
• Indication on possible risks (health and social risks)
• Involvement of organized crime groups.



Flow of information
Subsequent identifications of NPS

• Not serious/unusual cases, information part of periodical
reporting

• Serious cases, information communicated without any delay
• 6 criteria for decision:

– amount of seized material;
– evidence of international trafficking;
– evidence of organised crime involvement;
– toxicopharmacological properties of NPS or analogy with better-

studied compounds;
– evidence of the potential for further (rapid) spread;
– evidence of intoxication requiring medical assistance or 

hospitalization or fatalities

• reports usually made by email or telephone 
communications







Flow of information
Periodic reporting

• Comprehensive overview of the situation, once
a year

• Time period of 12 months from January to 
December

• Submitted through the National focal point 
further to the National coordination body for 
drug policy/public health authority responsible 
for drug policy



Flow of information
Periodic reporting

• Description of the situation regarding NPS, 
emerging trends related to controlled 
substances and serious adverse events related 
to psychoactive substances

• Description of functioning and development of 
EWS

• Description of legal developments related to the 
NPS



Flow of information
Risk assessment

• Documented or probable health threats 

• Rapid data collection through EWS network and 
other institutions/subjects, risk assessment and 
proposition of further procedure

• use of specific substance associated with a number 
of adverse impacts, in particular health and social 
harms, organized crime, etc., more extensive data 
collection undertaken



Flow of information
Risk assessment – data collection

• Chemical and physical description, including the name under which NPS is 
known among users

• Frequency, circumstances and/or quantities in which NPS is encountered, 
information on manufacture and precursors

• Involvement of organized crime in the manufacture or trafficking 

• Risks associated with NPS - health and social risks

• Prevalence of use in population and specific subgroups, characteristics of 
users, patterns of use

• Assessment by the EU or UN system

• Identification at EU level or internationally

• Subject to control measures at national, EU or internationally

• Mode and scope of the established or expected use

• Marketing authorization or application for a marketing authorization



Alert
• Strong assumption of public health threats

• Alert as a prevention of serious health threats and harm
minimization

• Summary of gathered information

• Information on serious consequences regarding use of psychoactive 
substances (not only new but also traditional / commonly used)

• Dissemination given the nature of the event and its severity to:

– Specialists in the field of forensic toxicology 

– Addiction treatment services  

– Low-threshold services

– Medical services - urgent care clinics and emergency rooms 

– General public 



Alert dissemination

• Evidence of serious non-fatal intoxications by the 
new psychoactive substances requiring medical 
assistance and hospitalization (confirmed cases)

• Evidence of deaths related to new psychoactive 
substances (confirmed cases)

• Evidence of unusual dangerous adulterants in 
traditionally/commonly used psychoactive 
substances

• Evidence of dangerous concentration of the 
active substance in traditionally/commonly used 
drugs



Content of an alert

• Subject of the alert

• Identification of the substance

• Description of the effect in human

• Abuse liability and dependence potential

• Regarding NPS date of formal notification

• Information on seizures

• Information on non-fatal intoxications and deaths

• References and conatact information

• Request to report any current information 



Alert
Data use restrictions

• Information weather the data must be restricted 
to specific network or not

• Recommendations regarding the use of 
information including publication

• Use of information as part of a risk 
communication aimed at users and potential users

• Unintended consequences of communicating the 
risks of specific substances - unintended
promotion



Public warning

• In case of serious event

• Issued by EWS via mass media or social media

• Addressing the general public

• Prevention of serious health threats and harm 
minimization

• Requested to provide further up-to-date 
information

• References and contact information



Public warning - content

• Subject of the warning

• Description of the incident:
– what, who, when, how much, why

• Description of the risks in the given context - what 
the threat is

• What shall be done, what shall not be done -
practical aspects, advices

• Date of the warning

• Who issued the warning, contact details









Database on NPS 

• Tool for managing information on NPS 

• Store of information on individual substances 
and their identification in different sources

• Quickly extraction and analysis of information

• Managed by EWS coordinator, if shared for
other EWS members in mode „read only“

• MS Excel or statistical software



Recommended structure of database
• Date of identification of the substance

• Date of reporting to the EWS

• First identification (internationally, in the country)

• Case number (means identification number of confirmed occurrence of one or more new 
psychoactive substances at a certain time and at a single place)

• Place (of a seizure, intoxication or sample collection)

• Reporting authority (name of the reporting authority, agency or company)

• Sample type (whether the new psychoactive substance was identified in a seizure, controlled 
purchase, collected sample, biological sample)

• Substance (name of the most abundant NPS detected, including other names and street names)

• Chemical group

• Other NPS or substances detected in a sample

• Physical form (tablet, powder, capsule, blotter, liquid, blood, urine, other)

• Amount (weight or volume or number of tablets/capsules/blotters/ etc. for the case)

• Unit of measurement

• Market (production, trafficking-import, trafficking-export, trafficking-transit, distribution, use)

• Country of origin (or last country before the country of interception)

• Destination country (for seizures)

• Notes (other data relating to the case)



Reporting to international
organisations

• First report of a particular new psychoactive 
substance internationally

• Analytical data on identification

• Immediate notification of responsible
international institutions – EMCDDA, UNODC

• Access to the European Database on New Drugs 
(EDND) and to the platform of Early Warning 
advisory on New Psychoactive substances (EWA)



Thanks!
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