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EWS in the CZ
ÅInitiated in 2002, operationalsince2003 

(establishment basedon EU regulation)

ÅEstablishment of EWS isbased on the resolution 
adopted by the Council of the Government for Drug 
Policy Coordination (government advisory body in drug 
issues)

ÅEWS coordinatedby National Observatory On Drugs 
And Drug Addiction- institutionally part of the 
Government Office
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EWS workinggroup

ÅEWS corenetwork consistsof representativesof key 
institutions and authorities

ÅMultidisciplinaryworkinggroupestablisedς17 members

ÅChairmanof WG ςemployeeof NationalObservatory

ÅFocuson NPS, emergingtrendsand anykindof adverse
eventsrelatedto all psychoactivesubstances

ÅInfo exchangethroughemail and phonecommunication, 
individualmeetingsand WG meetings

ÅFrequencyof WG meetings2-3x per year, minutespublished 
on the website of the NFP

ÅEWS worksin closecooperation with the EMCDDA

ÅEWS not defined by anynationallegislation
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EWS activities

ÅRapid data collectionand exchange

ÅReporting of newsubstances(first and consequent
identifications)

ÅPeriodicreporting to the Council of the Government for 
Drug Policy Coordination, EMCDDA and UNODC

ÅIssuingof warningsrelatedto psychoactivesubstances

ÅInformationexchangeςnationalnotifications, 
notificationsfrom other EU memberstates, warnings, 
informationfrom membersof EWS, media information, 
scientificarticlesetc.

ÅPreparation of proposals to extend the list of controlled 
substances
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Membersof CZ EWS

Å Czech NationalObservatory

Å National Drug Squad

Å Institute of Criminalistics Prague 

Å Customs Drug Unit

Å State Institute for Drug Control

Å Inspectorate for Narcotic and Psychotropic Substances 

Å General Directorate of the Prison Service 

Å Institute of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology, 1st Faculty of Medicine

Å Department of Pharmacology, 3rd Faculty of Medicine

Å National Institute of Mental Health

Å NGO, low thresholdand harmreductionservices

Å Toxicological Information Centre
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Institutionsinvolvedin the EWS (1)

Å NationalDrugSquad
ïLaw-enforcement data related to new drugs and emerging trends, 

analysisof drugsseizedby the Police forces

Å Institute of CriminalisticsPrague
ïCentralforensicscience institution
ïAnalysisof drugsseizedby the Police forces
ï Identificationof newdrugs(psychoactiveingredients, adulterants, 

purity, prices, info on criminalcases)

Å CustomsDrugUnit
ïAnalysisof drugsseizedby the customs
ï Identificationof newdrugs(adulterants, purity, info on import and 

export cases)
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Institutionsinvolvedin the EWS (2)

ÅState Institute for Drug Control (the Medicine 
Control Authority)
ïInfo on the legislative framework of medical drugs 

control
ïInfo from the pharmacovigilance system related to EWS

ÅInspectorate for Narcotic and Psychotropic 
SubstancesςMinistry of Health
ïAuthority responsible for legal control of narcotic and 

psychotropic substances and for the legislative 
framework in this regard 

EWS in CZ 7



Institutionsinvolvedin the EWS (3)

ÅGeneral Directorate of the Prison Service
ïInfo on new drugs and emerging trends among prisoners

ÅInstitute of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology
ïResultsof toxicological analyses with respect to new drugs 

and emerging trends
ïInfo on casesof intoxication

ÅToxicological Information Centre(Poisoningcentre)
ïTelephonemedical information service for cases of acute 

poisoning
ïInfomationon consultationsregardingspecificsubstances
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Institutionsinvolvedin the EWS (4)

ÅDepartment of Pharmacology, 3rd Faculty of Medicine, 
Charles University in Prague 
ïArrangement of analysisof drugsamplesfrom the users

ÅNationalInstitute of Mental Health
ïNeurobiologicaland other research projectsfocusedon new 

drugs

ÅNon-governmentalorganisations
ïInfo on new drugs and emerging trends among drug users 
ïInfo on the effects and negative consequences
ïCollectionof samples
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Legislationon NPS

ÅAct No. 167/1998 Coll., on addictive substances

ÅGovernment Regulation No. 463/2013 Coll., on the lists of 
addictive substances 

Åby 2014 list in the Annexesof the Act, then in the Government 
Regulation- speeding up the process of updating the list

ÅLegislativechanges:

ï2011: 33 NPS

ï2015: 19 NPS (effectivefrom 1.10.2015)

ï2016: 63 NPS (effectivefrom 1.3. 2017)

ï2017: 74 NPS (effectivefrom 2018?)
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LegalframeworkconcerningNPS 
in the CZ

Å Act No. 167/1998 Coll., on addictive substances

Å From 1999 to 2013the list of substances included in the schedules 
of the Acton addictivesubstances

Å From 1 January 2014 the list of substances has beenincorporated 
into Government Regulation No. 463/2013 Coll., on the lists of 
addictive substances

Å Last legislativechangesconcerningnewpsychoactivesubstances:

Å 2011: 33 newsubstanceslisted

Å 2015: 19 newsubstanceslisted

Å 2016: 63 newsubstanceslisted(effectiveform 1.3.2017)

Å Zdroj (obrázek): http://whatiscryptocurrency.net/controls-cryptocurrency/
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Numberof NPS identified in the CZ, 
2013-2016

2013 2014 2015 2016

In total 48 22 35 44

Forthe first
timeςCZ

12 13 11 9

Forthe first
timeςEU

3 2 1 0
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Prevalence of NPS use in the CZ
Å The highest in 2011(seelater)

Å General adult populationin 2016: 0.2% LYP, 0.3 % LYP 
aged15-23

Å Nightlifesetting2014 (15 festivals, agerange 15-45:

ï 17% LTP, 7%LYP

ï StimulantsΥ αŦunkyά, αturbo tdiά, mephedrone

Å Problem(injecting) drugusersin 2016:

ï 9% LYP(11% in 2013); 0.2% NPS (2 respondents) as a primary 
drug

ï Stimulant type of substances ςvery likely cathinones, injected

ï {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƴŀƳŜ αŦǳƴƪȅάΣ mephedroneΣ αmagicoά ŀ αŜƭ padrinoά

ï NPS as supplementary drugs

Å Prisonpopulationin 2016: 

ï 4 waves, all 35 prisons, representativesample

ï CathinonesLTP 11 %, LYP 2 %, LMP 1 %and synthetic
cannabinoidsLYP 8 %, LYP 2 %, LMP 1 % 13
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Testingof drugsamplesfrom users
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Numberof czeche-shopsoffering
NPS in 2011ς2015
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